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BEWARE OF BROKEN GLASS

A woman suffers minor cuts when she is 
bombarded with soda and glass slivers af-
ter a soda pop bottle falls and bursts in a 
supermarket. An artery in a salesperson’s 
wrist was sliced after a lamp display fell 
and broke. 

While removing a pane of glass from its 
frame, a maintenance   worker gets a shard 
of glass in his eye.

The above list of injuries is not all-inclusive; 
broken glass injuries can occur from walk-
ing into a glass door or dropping a glass in 
the kitchen sink while rinsing dishes. In all 
of these situations, someone must carefully 
clear away the broken glass so further in-
jury may be avoided.

Failure to promptly clean up broken glass 
or cleaning it up improperly could result in 
further injury. Most people have dealt with 
broken glass and many of us have been in-
jured as a result. 
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Injuries such as cuts, lacerations, puncture 
wounds, infection, or even severed arteries 
can result as a consequence of improper 
handling of broken glass. 

The next time you encounter a situation 
that involves broken glass, take the follow-
ing precautions. Immediately seek first aid 
if you are cut and warn others of the haz-
ard. 

When cleaning up broken glass, use only 
special glass receptacles. Ensure the con-
tainer is labeled “BROKEN GLASS” and 
is collocated with the glass. 

Never place broken glass or glass contain-
ers in trash receptacles. In the event that 
you must clear glass from machinery, en-
sure that the machine is turned off prior to 
clearing. 
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Any person who regularly works with glass 
should wear the appropriate protective 
equipment. 

Typical equipment can include safety 
goggles or glasses for eye protection, punc-
ture-resistant gloves for hand protection, 
sleevelets to protect the arms, and heavy-
soled work shoes to protect the feet. 

When removing broken glass, always use 
the special tools which are provided. Bro-
ken glass should be collected by using a 
piece of cardboard or heavy paper or card-
stock. Smaller slivers or shards may be col-
lected by wetting several thicknesses of pa-
per towels and wiping the area. 

Items such as towels, napkins, or cloth 
mops should never be used since the glass 
can easily become imbedded. 

Designate a special set of sponge mops, 
brushes, and brooms for exclusive use with 
broken glass. A rubber squeegee and/or 
shovel may also be included for use. 

People who regularly work with glassware 
or glass items must be vigilant in watch-
ing for breakage, poorly stacked items, 
and faulty cartons. While handling a glass 
container that might break or crack, first 
protect both hands with heavy towels or 
non-slip gloves. 

If glass breaks in a soapy sink or processing 
line, you must first drain the water before 
any attempt is made to clean the glass out. 

It is not possible to foresee all the situa-
tions in which you may encounter broken 
glass. Therefore remember to promptly, 
cautiously dispose of broken glass in a safe 
manner. Your careful actions ensure the 
safety of yourself and others.
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